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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LOCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
‘this article by appropriate legislation." 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 52 
House Joint Resolution Number 55 


Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, | 
by P. North Dakota. 


Introduced in the House January 11, 1932, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LUDLOW, 
Indiana. 


Elizabeth Selden Rogers, N.Y. 


Margaret Whittemore, Calif. 
Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio 


The Outcast 


[ IS always a very difficult matter for people to evaluate the history of 


their own epoch, but we venture to predict that October, 1932, will be 


‘ inscribed upon the tablets of time as the beginning of the International 
Feminist Movement. For two long years organizations representing some 
forty-five millions of women, resident in all sections of the planet, have been 


fighting for revision of The Hague Nationality Convention with a view to. 


providing for the equality of the sexes: On October 12 the Assembly of the 
League of Nations definitely denied their appeal. 


By its unjust action the Assembly has shaken the confidence of millions of 
women not only in the efficacy of the League of Nations as an administrator 
of justice in international affairs, but also, and this is of far greater moment, 
in the ability of men to deal fairly with the opposite sex. 


The tap root of Feminism is the desire of women to control their own 
destinies. This reaches right down into the depths of protoplasm itself and 
cannot permanently be denied. It is but a part of the supreme miracle of 
evolution which has witnessed the development of Grandmother Amoeba into 
the biped man. Consciousness, the biproduct of protoplasm, has, after myriad 


aeons, reached a plane where it senses the power of divinity. It can create | 


and it can compel. It has yoked the lightning and bridled the waterfall, and 
it scans the future in the light of the past. 


Although the honorable members of the Assembly who voted for ratification 
may wish that it were otherwise, women as well as men share in the general 
heritage of the race. Women as well as men can both create and compel, and 
they also sense within themselves the power of divinity. Thirty nations may 


tell women to accept injustice, indeed they have ordered them so to do, but — 


their mandate will not be obeyed. Instead women will be galvanized into 


action, beaten into solidarity, aroused to the a of pitting their strength 
against men’s. 


It is the battle of the ages and it opens auspiciously with the men who 
love justice on the women’s side. Nine against thirty nations, it is not so bad 
for a beginning. Time was when only one nation saw the light. 

The episode at Geneva now rates as a defeat for women. History will 
record it otherwise. Justice herself was shown the door by the gentlemen at 
Geneva, and she seeks, and will find, asylum with her sisters outside. the 
League. 


Danger Ahead 


: HE danger inherent in international agreements entered upon by men > 
for the “protection” of women appears in a request made by the German 


Government for an advisory opinion from the Permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice, which convened at Madrid, October 24, 1932, in regard to the 


convention concerning the employment of women during the night (Washing- 
ton, 1919). 


The German Government apparently wishes to know whether the Wash- 
ington Convention applies to women who are either entirely or principally 
engaged in commercial work, office work, or other similar work in connection 


with industrial undertakings, or whether its application is restricted simply 
to industrial women workers. 


It is now nearly tuirteen years since this unjust convention came into 
existence, and the doubt expressed in the memorandum forwarded by the 
German Government to the International Labour Office has not, as far as we 
can ascertain, been previously expressed by any other government. 


If an advisory opinion were asked, and the opinion given by the Court 
were that women doing commercial work, office work or other similar work 
in connection with industrial undertakings were also within the scope of the 
convention, many women in countries in which the convention is in force 
would be put “at a serious disadvantage as compared with their male com- 


petitors” (as the German Government points out in its report), and many of 
them would lose their jobs. 


It would be most unjust that such a change in the interpretation of the 
convention—a change affecting adversely tens of thousands of women wage 
earners—should be made by a legal decision. | 

The National Woman’s Party desires, therefore, to express its earnest 
hope that the governing body of the International Labour Office will decide, 
that it is not desirable to call into question the interpretation which has been 
generally put upon this convention since its adoption in 1919. 


| Equal Rights 
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The Status or Women in: Bolivia 


¥ WONDER how many of the readers of 
| Equa, Rieuts know that there are 

really two Bolivias, the high plateau 
of the Andes where the principal towns 


are from 8,000 to 12,000 feet above the | 


sea level and the main industry of qnin- 


ing is carried on from North to South 
- ~along a plateau even higher, and the low 
tropical regions of the interior which lie _ 


to the very center of Bolivia, and due to 
their great distance from all railroad 
facilities are entirely undeveloped. 


When you take the train at any of the 


Pacific Coast sea ports on one day, on 
the next you find yourself skimming across 
a great table land that extends further 


_ than the eye can reach, flanked at different 


points by ranges of great jagged peakes, 
sparkling under the brilliant sunshine, 
cloudless sky of the 


keen air, the dazzling purity of the atmos- 


_ phere that permits the eye to clearly per- 


ceive any object at an incalculable. dis- 
tance, the gorgeous coloring of the fields 
of guinua and various grains cultivated 
in gay patches lying here and there, and 
the bands of sheep and llamas tended by 


the quaintest of mative shepherds in 


brightly hued costumes; all fill one with 
an appreciation of the tranquility of a 
people absorbed in their work and a daily 


existence whose problems are patiently — 


worked out with each turn of the wheel 
of fortune and progress. 


NE is scarcely prepared for the burst of 
beauty waiting down in the valley of 

La Paz when the train pauses at the brink 
of a canyon that in my opinion surpasses 
the Grand Canyon of Colorado in its fan- 
tastic beauty and coloring 1,000 feet be- 
low. Lying at the bottom of this great 
break in Bolivia’s table land is her capi- 
tal, La Paz, with a population of nearly 
150,000 inhabitants. Cypresses, eucalyp- 
tus, poplars and graceful weeping willows 
border her gardens and form a background 
for the beautiful buildings and palatial 
homes which outline her plazas and 


avenues. The gayly tiled roofs reflects 


the soft reds, blues and yellows of the 
surrounding hills, while the old mission 
bell towers of her churches seem to lift 
up their historic beauty to the majestic 


snow covered Mt. Illimani, which boasts 


more than 22,000 feet in height and domi- 
nates all that lies below her. 

Here you find one of the kindest, big- 
gest hearted, most hospitable peoples in 
South America with the refined instincts 
and culture handed down from their 
Spanish ancestors, people who speak the 


- purest Spanish, who send their sons and 


daughters to Europe to perfect: themselves 
in the different arts and professions, who 
study constantly how to secure at such 


By Sra. Luis de Abelli, 
Wife of the former Minister from Bolivia 
to the United States 


a distance and at such an expense all that 
the rest of the world can offer in progress 
and educational advantages, scientific, 
literary, medical and otherwise. 


HE Bolivian women, partly due to a 

certain degree of contentment with 
their lot, because of their very united 
family life and partly to a general state of 
indifference regarding the political activity 
on their part, which so animates their 
sisters the world over, have not until re- 
cently manifested any interest along these 
lines. In any country where the cities 
are few and far between and the mainly 
developed productive richness of the 
country is confined to the natural re- 


sources, where men have to fight the rude 


elements of climate, rock and soil, you 
will find the women in the homes to a 
greater extent than in the field, especially 
if that field is rarely ever of agricultural 
activity, but extending down into the 
bowels of the earth and up into the frozen 
crags of rugged mountains. The sons 
were sent abroad to secure their degrees 
in engineering, medicine, law, etc., but 


the daughters were naturally trained to 


follow in the steps of their mothers, in 
preparing themselves to become the wife 
and mother, in a country where the home 
is one’s world and large families abound. 
There are in Bolivia charming towns like 
Sucre, Cochabamba, Santa Cruze, etc., 
where the families have so inter-married 
that almost every person is related to the 
other, and one’s neighbor is one’s cousin. 

Thus Bolivia is one of the last to slowly 


bestir herself to the fact that feminine 


independence is absolutely necessary in a 
country anxious to progress in everyway. 
The men would not be likely to oppose 
any move on the part of the women to 


secure what is right and just in this way, 


as they are already co-operating in the 
feeling throughout the country to help her 
attain the economic independence, so in- 
evitable where mental enlightment is 
rapidly bringing all thinking women to 
the realization that she is not to be forced 
into a life objectionable and disadvan- 
tageous in anyway, because of the eco- 
nomic pressure brought to bear by her 
inability to provide for herself. So you 
find the naturally richly endowed men- 
tality of these brave, fine women respond- 
ing to the urge to follow the example set 
to them by the rest of the world in this 
way. 

The divorce law will soom be a reality 
there, as it has already been passed by the 
House and is now to come before the 
Senate. In the meantime the women are 


- 


working with euthualaens for the legal 
right to control their own money and in- 
comes. More important to her than any- 
thing else at present is the privilege of 
administering her own fortune, and to 
be guardian of her children’s interest in 
case of the failure of the husband to do 
it properly, or in case of a separation. 
At present upon marriage she loses all 
right to any money or property in her 
possession at the time, and the husband 
can dispose of it as he sees fit without 
even having to consult her wishes in the 
matter. So this issue being of primary 
importance to the women there, they have 
prepared a proposal, through the co-opera- 
tion and effort of a feminist society, which 
consists of sixty articles to be put before 
Congress, and until this is “put over,” as 
you Americans say, the fairer sex is not 
bewildering the mind of her male oppo- 
nent with further claims and eomands for 
future concessions. 


This feminist society I have referred to 


came into existence about eight years ago 


and is composed of seventy members, pro- 
fessors of philosophy, science, literature, 
history, etc., who are working for the 
progress of the women of their country. 


It is called the “Ateneo Femenino” and 


publishes a most interesting and clever 
little magazine once a month called “In- 
dice” in Spanish or the “Index,” in which 
one feels the strong influence of the com- 
ing emancipation of those souls who have 
so long been fettered to the whims and 
ruling instincts of the masculine men- 
tality. It is representative of the grow- 
ing culture born of the desire in the 


hearts of all thinking women the world 


over, to take her place as man’s adie 
instead of chattel. 


E have many clever and brilliant 

women down there who have had the 
courage to make a name for themselves 
against great odds. We have today in 
La Paz a really wonderful child special- 
ist, who, upon finding herself left a widow 
with seven little daughters and no visible 
means of supporting them at hand, took 
up and completed an extensive study of 
medicine, started in the National Uni- 


versity at Sucre and perfected in France 


and Germany. Dr. Elsa Chopitea is not 
only a successful physician herself, but 
three of her seven daughters have already 
received their degrees in medicine. 
Among the many clever and successful 
Bolivian professional women I could name 
to you is the niece of the ex-President 
Saavadra of Bolivia, Josefa Saavadra, 
who is a lawyer admitted to the bar on 
a brilliant examination, and though only 


_ 24 years old, is at present teaching law 


in the university. She passed examina- 
tions in a course of diplomacy entitling 
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her to the position of First Secretary in 
any legation, but as yet the laws of the 
country do not permit her to fill that 
capacity, though she made one trip as 
such, being granted special permission. 
There are two women dentists in 
La Paz, but one has married and after 
-Inarriage women are not permitted to con- 
tinue practicing their profession. We 
have some very efficient newspaper women, 
outstanding among them is Ana Kosa 
Tornero. And there are any number of 
writers in prose and poetesses of note. 
Teresa Solari, though only in her early 
twenties, has published a book of poems 
with the help and encouragement of the 
little club areny referred to. | 


HERE is so. tails of interest I could 

tell about that great country south of 
the equator, where I have spent the hap- 
-piest and richest years of my life, where 
romance and adventure abound in a set- 
ting of a really awesome simplicity so 
far removed from this crowded world of 
lust and ambition, that one is truly cog- 
nizant of the real and fine things that 


life contains, such as real productive 
labor, the development of all the finer 
sentiments and the time and tranquility 
in which to allow an idea to grow and 
bear fruit. In order to really grasp the 
cause of an existing condition among a 
certain people it is essential to know the 
circumstances and conditions surround- 


ing them. Material wants and needs are © 


far fewer away from the artificial de- 
mands of a rapidly pushing populace 
where society does not allow one to tarry 
on the road for fear of being pushed to 
one side. Family feeling is based on the 
old clan traditions and the ties are so 
multiplied and extensive, the loyalty so 
profound, that the influence of the femi- 
nine member is largely felt and her ideas 
and opinions listened to with respect. Her 
mind is not diverted from the national 
problems and needs by the trivial de- 
mands of the ordinary social contacts, 
and as the family life is so united and 
perfectly beautiful, the men of the house- 
hold being present at the luncheon and 
tea hour and often carrying on the bulk 
of their work from an office right in the 


Equal Rights 


home, she is in constant contact with all 
that concerns her country and works for 
the benefit of it and her fellow citizens 
with a zeal that often reaches the same 
goal by another road. 4 
People down there are true to them- 
selves, and the Bolivian women, though 
far behind the women of the United States 
in acquiring that liberty of action and 
thought so coveted, are not really less 
happy than you, as all this is simply an 
evolution that is bound to come about as 
a direct result of the rest of the progress 
taking place, and I feel confident that 
the women will ask for their rights when 
the need inspires it, and the men will 
readily listen to their plea and accept it 
as a natural result of the combined phases 
of the rapidly changing mentality of their 
people in general. Those women will look 
to this great country to the north for 
inspiration and leadership, and your sacri- 
fices and triumphs blazing the trail while 
bitterly opposed and handicapped, will 


_ have so changed the thoughts and ideals 


of the countries to the south, that their 
success is already assured. 


The Door Still Open 


HE decision of the First Commis- 
ee sion of the League of Nations to 
recommend the ratification of The 
Hague Nationality Convention came be- 
fore the Assembly on October 12 and was 
finally adopted — nine States (Chili, 
China, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Guatemala, Mexico, Poland and Turkey) 
abstaining from registering their vote in 
protest against what, during the whole 
sitting of the First Commission, they have 
continually criticized as an effort to im- 
plant in international law a system which 
upholds inequality of the sexes in nation- 
ality rights. se States voted affirma- 
tively. 

Forty-five million women =e stood 
squarely behind the demand for revision 
or withdrawal of the four Articles (8 to 
11) which contained the sex discrimina- 
tions, and have demanded a new conven- 
tion based on the principle of equality. 

They have not won their case, but they 
have nevertheless succeeded in securing 
certain concessions to their point of view 
which will hold the door open for the 
introduction of a new convention or revi- 
sion of the present one at some future 
date. 

The report on the week’s proceedings 
of the First Commission—drawn up by 
M. René Cassin (France) — contained a 
clause which will ensure the continuation 
of the Women’s Consultative Committee 
on Nationality which was created by the 
League in 1931. | 

The resolution itself suggests that 
States might draft national legislation in 
correspondence with the demands of the 


women’s organizations, and called upon 
the Secretary-General of the League to 
keep himself informed as to the progress 


of States in this direction, in order that, 
with the advance of public opinion, a ‘ber 


convention, based upon sex Seti may 
be drawn up. 

The women’s organizations rennin un- 
moved in their demand for equality. 

“Women have profound reasons for 
their claim for revision,” said Madame 
Marta Vergara, the Chilian delegate, in 
defending her attitude of opposition to 
every step taken in the direction of the 
approval of ratification during the sit- 
tings of the First Commission. “These 
reasons are based on the certainty that 
law must be founded on the principle of 
equality, and on nothing short of it.” 


HE growing difficulties and hardships 
experienced by women under the pres- 
ent system of nationality law have become, 


for several years past, a matter of inter- 


national concern. 

Under the generally snalaiitihan condi- 
tions, a woman who is forced to take the 
nationality of her husband finds herself, 
when married to a foreigner, classed as an 
alien in the land of her birth; unable to 
obtain employment; unable to obtain 
licenses for her chosen profession; unable 
to draw State relief when destitute; un- 
able to obtain hospital treatment when 
sick. 

The problems thus raised were dealt 


with by the Conference on the Codifica- 


tion of International Law, held at The 
Hague in 1930. 


The convention drafted by that confer- 


ence contained, among other articles, four 
articles (8, 9, 10, 11) which, although 


they went a long way towards remoying. 


the outstanding evils of statelessness and 
of double nationality, still gave recogni- 
tion to the old system of sex inequality in 
nationality law, making a woman depend- 
ent for her nationality upon that of her 
husband. 

Women protested that such recognition 
was out of harmony with modern thought 
and modern legislation, and they carried 
their protest to the Assembly of the 
League both in 19380 and in 1931. | 

In 1931, the Council of the League re- 
quested the setting up of a Women’s Con- 
‘sultative Committee on Nationality, and 
this was done under the auspices of eight 
international organizations, representing 
some 45,000,000 women. 

In a unanimous report, these organiza- 
tions registered their opposition to the 
ratification of The Hague Nationality 
Convention and called for revision of 
Articles 8 to 11 or for a new convention 
based upon the fora Rod of men and 
women, 


LICE PAUL, chairman of the Nation- 


ality Committee of the Inter-Ameri- 


can Commission of Women and Founder 
of the National Woman’s Party gave out 
the following statement immediately 


after the adoption of the report: 

Two days ago the Assembly of the 
League of Nations adopted a resolution 
on ways to increase the collaboration of 
women in the work of the League. ‘Today 
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October 29, 1932 


this same Assembly voted to refuse the 


one great, insistent demand that has been 


made of the League by the organized 


women of the world. This demand, upon 


which all the leading international organi- 
zations of women have united, is for the 
removal of the discriminations against 
women from The Hague Nationality Con- 
vention—the convention concluded under 
the auspices of the League as the begin- 
ning of its program for the codification 
of international law. Today’s action by 
the Assembly is in direct opposition to 
this demand of women although the As- 
sembly resolution gave some recognition 
to the views of women by recommending 
to the States to bring their laws on na- 
tionality more into harmony with the 
wishes of the women’s international or- 
ganizations and by inviting the Wom- 
en’s Consultative Committee to continue 


its work of advising the League upon the 
nationality of women. 

One can only feel, after this action by 
the Assembly, that the day of real col- 
laboration between women and the League 
is still far away. It cannot come as a re- 


sult of a resolution on collaboration while © 


the wishes of women are completely dis- 
regarded in a matter affecting their status 
as vitally as does The Hague Nationality 
Convention. By actions as well as by 
words the League will have to show its 
support of the freedom of women if it is 


to command the whole-hearted support of 


women. The inevitable result of today’s 
resolution will be that, the women of 
North and South America, where equality 
in nationality is now in large measure 
established, will turn for international 
action to the Conferences of American 
Republics instead of spending any more 
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effort upon trying to secure ener at 


Geneva. 

The advocacy of the women’s demands 
in the Assembly has come almost entirely 
from the Western Hemisphere, with warm 
support from two countries of Asia— 
China and Turkey, while the opposition 
has come almost entirely from Europe. 
The women delegates from Chile and Co- 
lombia led the women’s battle and women 
the world over owe them a debt of grati- 
tude for their magnificent fight against 
heavy odds. The delegates from China, 
Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Guatemala, Mexico, 
Panama, Poland and Turkey stood with 
them to the end. There should be remem- 


bered also the support of M. Rolin of Bel- . 


gium who, in the midst of the general 
European opposition, made a particularly 


valiant fight in the women’s behalf. Toall — 


of these we give our heartfeld gratitude. 


Women’s Hats in the Ring 


RECENT survey by the Associated 


Press reveals the encouraging fact 


that 102 women are seeking im- 


portant political offices this year in 31 
States of the Union. 
Ruth Taunton, secretary of the National 


Woman’s Party says two major reasons — 


are responsible for this unprecedented 
number of women candidates. 

“One is a natural growth through 
twelve years of political activity; the 
other is growth forced by the efforts of 
many to destroy economic independence 
of women in the name of the depression. 

“Until the Nineteenth Amendment was 
a fact,” Miss Taunton adds, “schools did 
not teach girls how to participate in 
politics, editorials sneered and pulpits de- 
nounced. Each year since 1920 countless 
women have taken advantage of political 
science college courses, editors write daily 
of women’s duty to become politically 
active, and pastors pray for women’s 
awakened civic consciousness. 

“Results are with us. A few more gen- 


eral elections will see a more equal dis-. 


tribution of office-holding between men 
and women. 


“As for the second reason, women have 


learned during this depression that the 
right to vote in a country where you have 
not the right to paid employment is a 
farce. An attack on employed married 
women is an attack on all women. Hence 
a forced growth in politics and law- 
making.” 

By parties the women candidates are 
divided as follows: Socialists, 23; Com- 
munists, 22; Democrats, 18; Repeblicans, 
17; Prohibition, 6; Farmer-Labor, 4; In- 
dependents, 3; Nonpartisan, Liberty and 
Independent Republicans, 2 each,and Law- 
Preservation and Socialist Labor, 1 each. 

Three women are running for the 
United States Senate, 28 for the House, 
2 for Governor and 69 for lesser State 


offices, exclusive of State legislative posts. 


Among the three Senatorial women can- 
didates is the only woman incumbent, 
Hattie W. Caraway, Democrat, who was 


appointed to succeed her late husband — 


and then was elected in her own right to 
fill out the term. Her Republican oppo- 
nent is John W. White, of Russellville. 
Another is Esther Hill Elfreth, Pro- 
hibition candidate in New Jersey, in oppo- 
sition to Senator W. Warren Barbour, 
Republican, and Percy H. Stewart, Demo- 


crat. Miss Elfreth has been a member of 
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
since its organization in 1887 and served 
as its president for ten years and as State 
president for thirteen. 


The third woman Senatorial candidate | 


is Clara Harrigal, Republican, who is run- 
ning against Senator Ellison D. Smith, in 
South Carolina. Miss Harrigal is the new 
Republican national committeewoman for 


her State; the first woman ever to run for 


Congress from South Carolina and the 
first Republican Senatorial candidate 
there in nearly fifty years. 

Among the twenty-eight women candi- 
dates for the House are: Edith McClure 
Patterson, Republican, and Florence E. 
Allen, Democrat, Ohio. Mrs. Patterson 
is a widely-traveled educator and lecturer 
and is a member of the Dayton School 
Board. Judge Allen is just completing 
her second six-year term on the Ohio Su- 
preme Court bench. 

Both Ohio*women are running against 
incumbents, Mrs. Patterson against Rep- 
resentative Byron B. Harlan, Democrat, 
Third, and Judge Allen against Repre- 
sentative Chester, C. Bolton, Republican, 
Twenty-second district. 


Marriage Should Not Be Necessity 


president of the Committee of Indus- 

trial Women’s Organizations, Eng- 
land, and member of the Royal Commis- 
sion on the British Civil Service, was re- 
cently interviewed by Mary Hacker of 
Universal Service with very interesting 
results. 

The interview appeared in the Star, 
Wilmington, Del., on October 16, and we 
reprint it in full as meriting the atten- 
tion of our readers: 

“The choice of marriage or a career 


B resident AYRTON GOULD, vice- 


should not be offered to any girl. Most 
intellectual women should on no account 
bring up their own children. 

“Marriage should never on any account 
be made a necessity. That is a horrible 
idea. It gives a woman a distorted look 
on life and a false mental attitude to- 
wards men to teach her that she must at 
all costs find a husband. 

“I do not see how any marriage with 


such a beginning can prove to be happy. 


Even if a girl of eighteen or nineteen 
falls in love with a man, she is not likely 


to be very happy if she marries him. 

“T think that marriage should in most 
cases be deferred until both man and 
woman have settled down into a fairly 
mature state of mind and are less likely 
to undergo drastic revisions of character. 

“Marriage should happen, not be manu- 
factured. Love is not a question of getting 
married, but of marrying one specific 
person. 

“Every girl should have a career. It 
makes one independent, financially and 


_mnentally. To be dependent financially is 
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a dreadful thing, and unless a man is ex- 


ceptionally generous he is conscious of 


the fact that as a bread-winner and pro- 


vider of funds, he can limit and bind his 


wife. If she is not limited by his will, 
she is limited by his purse, even when he 
would be willing to give her all personal 
freedom. 

“Secondly, a career prevents a woman 
from that emotional absorption in one 
person, or in her children, that is gen- 
erally productive of so much unhappiness. 
A woman who is all-in-all to her children 
and who has no other interest in life, is 
often, when the children grow up, so 
jealous and so unwilling to allow them 
any experience that is denied to her that 


a good deal of bitterness is created. 


“T further believe that an intellectual 
woman is the last person who should be 
constantly with her own young children. 
She is almost always too nervy and stimu- 


lating and too easily impatient with a — 


child through sheer over-anxiousness. 
“The ideal companion for the young 

child is a placid and unexcitable type of 

woman, and the more nervous and highly 


UESTIONS of 
equality are 
perplexing and con- 
troversial, The 
League of Nations, 
after shelving the puzzling but insistent 
issue of equality of armaments, took up 
discussion of equality of women. Last 
week by a vote of 30 to 9 it declined to 
revise some Hague conventions relating 
to the nationality of women. Nevertheless, 
there is at Geneva a mild-mannered 
American Quakeress named Alice Paul 
who knows what she wants, and the jails 
of two continents have not prevented her 
in the last twenty-five years from going 
after it. Miss Paul is one of the founders 
of the National Woman’s Party. When 
national woman suffrage was achieved in 
1920, Miss Paul declared her battle only 


Joan of Equality 


New York Times, 
October 16, 1932. 


partially won, and she realigned her fol- 


lowers into a fight for equal social, moral, 
legal and economic rights for women. And 
with her purpose to knock down all sex 
discrimination, she sees nothing ironic or 


paradoxical in the fact that her organi- 


zation has the distinctive name of the 


_ National Woman’s Party. But crusaders 


have no thought for paradox; their oppo- 
nents are frequently manoeuvred into 


similar positions. When last August Miss 


Paul succeeded in having one of her rec- 
ommendations incorporated in a League 
committee report, delegates of the World 
Union of Women for International Con- 
cord left the room in un-pacific and con- 
cordless dudgeon. It all depends whose 
paradox is gored. 

Miss Paul is a living illustration of the 
fact that what were one generation’s con- 


strung the child, the more placid should 
its nurse be, whereas the more intelligent 
and sensitive the parents, the less stolid 
the child. 

“It is common sense for a woman to ar- 
range her life so that if she has not the 
gift of motherhood—by which I mean the 
power to deal with and look after chil- 
dren—that she should carry on with her 


- career, which is work which she has chosen 


because she can do it well, and is happy 
doing it, thereby earning the money to 
pay another woman who in the same way 
has chosen to care for children—a gift by 
no means proper to and exclusive to the 
mother, in fact. | 
“Unfortunately, misguided sentiment of 
the past has held up as the duty of every 


woman just that absorption which is so 


much to be depreciated. This has been com- 
batted by numbers of pioneer women, es- 
pecially just after the war, but at present 
the position of woman is an unhappy one. 


“Part of the temporary reaction against. 


the woman in industry is the natural 
swing of the pendulum and is inevitable; 
part is due to the depression. There is 


Press Comment 
troversies and crusades are commonplaces 
of the present. Remember Mrs. Pank- 
hurst and her militant London _ suf- 
fragettes of twenty-two years ago? Miss 
Paul was among them, seven times ar- 
rested, three times imprisoned and four 
weeks forcibly fed. Remember the White 
House woman suffrage pickets of 1917-19? 
Miss. Paul was among them, their leader, 
frequently escorted by Washington police 
from scenes of strife. One of her sen- 
tences was for seven months in the Ana- 
costia Jail, and one of her complaints of 
her treatment there contained an invidi- 
ous comparison between American and 
British jails. She said that whereas in 
London she was forcibly fed but twice 
a day, American jailers engaged in 
dietetic compulsion thrice a day. 

So firmly established is woman suffrage 


that the mantle of venerability usually is 


bestowed upon the militants who worked. 
for it a score and a dozen years ago—but: 
not upon Miss Paul, who is a few years. 
from 50. She was born in Moorestown,, 
N. J., attended Quaker schools, Swarth- 
more, then studied at the New York. 
School of Philanthropy before taking up: 
settlement work in England. Her experi- 
ences with Mrs, Pankhurst in London. 
were virtually the schooling for partici- 
pation in the American Woman Suffrage: 
movement in 1913. But with “demonstra-. 
tions” went a highly organized card cata-- 
logue and follow-up system upon Federal. 
legislators, and Miss Paul’s suffrage vic- 
tory was won seven years later. | 
Then occurred another paradox. Hav-- 
ing won the right to vote, could Miss Paul. 
exercise it? For fifteen years she had 


Equal Rights 


not much unemployment among women, — 


because men have always opposed their 


receiving an equal wage, and now that | 
machines are taking the place of skilled | 
labor, a woman is as useful and much | 


cheaper than a man. This is superficially 


good for woman’s employment, but has 

_ ereated much bitterness among men. 
“T said to the men’s trade unions just 

after the war: 
“<Tf you don’t admit women to indus- — 


try on the same terms and with the same 


protections as yourselves, in time they 


will undercut you.’ 


“That is what is happening now. The > 
consequence is that legislation limiting | 
the employment of women, and public 
Opinion expressed against it, is now al. | 


most inevitable. 


“But in spite of hostility and senti- 
mental condemnation, the woman 
' works for her living, and keeps her career 


after marriage, is in my wide experience 
of such cases, far happier than the woman 
who limits her interests to the one side 
of her husband and children that their 


home life reveals to her.” 


been a wanderer in the cause of suffrage—_ 


London, New York, Washington. When 
the suffrage amendment was ratified in 
1920 Miss Paul was in Washington and 


her first ballot was cast by mail to her 


Moorestown home. 
8S. T. 


Women for Juries be HE National 


: pointedly expressed 
the hope that the 
October 17, 1932. pe 


United States Su- 
preme Court, soon 
to be housed on the site of the old party 
headquarters, will acquire new concepts 
of the legal rights of women with its new 
abode. 

When one. recalls that only a few 
‘months ago the court refused even to hear 


“the plea of a Massachusetts woman that 


‘exclusion of her sex from the jury lists 
had denied her the Constitutional guaran- 
‘tee of equal protection of the law, it is 
easy to sympathize with the Woman's 


Party point of view. 


The court’s refusal was made in the 
face of a previous decision that for any 
State to debar Negroes from jury service 


was an infringement of the Constitution. 


In factories and stores, in business and 
‘professions, in the colleges, at the polls, 
in most of the important contacts of life 
women have been recognized as citizens 
‘with an equal right to prove their abili 
‘ties and participate in the life of the na- 
tion. The laws lag behind public senti- 
‘ment as they always do, and further back 
still lags the Supreme Court. - 


Woman’s Party 
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News from the Field 


California On the Job 
UE BROBST, president of the Busi- 
ness Women’s Legislative Council of 
California writes us that a dinner meet- 
ing of the Council was held at the Wom- 
en’s Athletic Club, Los Angeles, on Octo- 
ber 22, with Maud Younger and Judge 
May D. Fahey as the principal speakers. 
We know the meeting was a success for 
Miss Brobst managed it. 
In addition Miss Brobst sends us the 
following stimulating information: 
While waiting for the official list of 
candidates from the Secretary of State, 
the Council has mailed to the names of 


candidates given in the Los Angeles news- — 


papers, a letter stating that the Business 
Women’s Legislative Council of Calli- 
fornia had endorsed the proposed Equal 
Rights Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, and the Equality Reser- 
vation to the World Court, and asking 
each candidate the following questions: 

Do you believe in Equal Rights for men 
and women under the law? 

Do you believe in the Equality Resorts. 
tion to the World Court? 

The following candidates wrote My 
after the questions without comments: 


Congressional District No. 13—Charles H. — 


Randall, Los Angeles. | 

Congressional District No. 17—Charles J. 
_ Golden, San Pedro. 

Congressional District No. 17—A. E. Hen- 
ning, San Pedro. 

State Senate, District No. 15—Thomas 
McCormack, Rio Vista. 

State Assembly District No. 36—Lucius 
Powers, Jr., Fresno. 


State Assembly District N o. 39—George 


R. Bliss, Carpinteria. 
State Assembly District No. 39—Mary W. 
Schaeffer, Santa Maria. 


State Assembly District No. 52 — Jerry 


Scofield, Huntington Park. 

State Assembly District No. 67—Christo- 
pher A. Johnson, Los Angeles. 

State Assembly District No. 68—Ben A. 
Hill, San Pedro. 

State Assembly District No. 78—George 
B. Bowers, San Diego. 

State Assembly District No. 79—Ed. L. 
Head, San Diego. 

Mr. Head also added, “I cannot see why 
there should be any discrimination be- 
tween men and women, they surely should 
have Equal Rights in all cases.” 

George F. Gillett, Assembly District 66, 
Los Angeles, writes: “I am most emphati- 
cally in favor of, and would assist in 
bringing about, equal opportunity under 
the law for men and women in business, 
and would always oppose discriminatory 
legislation against women, either married 
or single.” 

“Regarding the resolution pertaining, 
‘in the advent that the United States ad- 
heres to the statute of the World Court,’ 


ete., etc., would heartily meet with my 
approval. 

“T always have and will continue in the 
future to be willing at all times to receive 
and consider any information that may 
be offered for or against any measure that 
may be introduced in the legislature.” 

Edgar 8. Hurley, Assembly District 
No. 17, Oakland, writes “yes” to the 
Ricuts question, to the Equality 
Reservation to the World Court: “Not 
familiar with the above, but if it grants 


to women Equal Rights with men, yes.” 


Frederick F. Houser, Congressional 
District No. 12, Alhambra, wrote a letter, 
as follows: 

“T am answering the first in the affirma- 
tive and the second one I am also answer- 


ing in the affirmative with a certain addi- 


tional statement. I do not believe that 
the entrance into the World Court should 
depend solely upon this seca how- 
ever.” 

J. H. Hoeppel, Congressional District 
No. 12, Arcadia, writes as follows: “I 
believe in Equal Rights for men and 
women under the law, but especially in 
compensation for labor. I believe in the 
superior rights of women to motherhood, 
and the guidance of our youth. I do not 
believe in special privilege because of sex. 


“As I am opposed to the World Court | 


which is dominated by any nation or 


- coterie of nations the Equality Reserva- 


tion under the World Court is superfiu- 
ous. When you have a World Court in 
which the small nations have equal right 
with Great Britain and France I will be 
glad to answer the second questionnaire. 
Why waste time now on a Utopian dream 
which is unobtainable under our present 
system of greed, selfishness and political 
domination by inherited and entrenched 
wealth? I am in favor of a system of 
government where women may not be 
forced into industrial competition with 
men and where she may reign as the 
queen of the household and the exemplar 
of all that we hold best in life. Keep up 
your fight, but do not lose sight of the 
preceding paragraph.” 

Clyde Woodworth, Congressional Dis- 
trict No. 16, Inglewood, writes: “Un- 
equivocally yes,” after both questions, and 
adds the following: “My answer to the 
second question above set forth has in 
mind that portion of the resolution re- 
ferred to in your said letter, which reads: 
‘In the event the United States adheres 
to the statute of the World Court,’ and 
my answer is not to be construed as in- 
dicating in any manner my attitude on 
the World Court itself. 

“T have always been a strong champion 
of women’s rights. Brains, ability, and 


efficiency should be rewarded fairly, 


whether they be housed in the person of 
a male or a female.” 


William I. Traeger, Congressional Dis- 
trict No. 15, Los Angeles, states that he 
must answer questionnaire as he has all 
preceding ones. He gives a record of his 
past, but does not answer the question- 
naire. | 


William G. McAdoo, Democratic can- 


didate for United States Senate, in answer 


to a letter asking for an interview with 
Governor Roosevelt and commenting upon 
his belief in the principle of Equal Rights 
between men and women, wrote as fol- 


. lows: 


“Thank you warns for your approval 


of the stand I have taken for Equal Rights | 


between men and women. 

“I first put into effect equal pay for 
women with men for the same work per- 
formed when I was president of the Hud- 
son Tunnel system years ago, and when I 
became director general of all the rail- 
roads of the United States in 1918, I 
issued a general order effecting the same 
equality between men and women work- 
ing for the railroads.” 


Headquarters Activities 

ATIONAL activities directed from 

Alva Belmont House have centered 
during the month of October on the Equal 
Rights Essay Contest and on a vigorous 
campaign to have an active member of the 
National Woman’s Party do equality edu- 
cational work in every county of every 
State of the Union. 

All members of the party are being 
asked to co-operate with their State chair- 
man in naming in each county a loyal 
Feminist who will act as a general infor- 
mation bureau, with regard to the need of 
the Lucretia Mott Amendment, and who 
will do three other specific things. 

First, she will notify all program chair- 
men of women’s clubs in her county that 
she will provide upon request an interest- 
ing speaker qualified to discuss with ac- 
curacy the status of women under the law 
and what the National Woman’s Party is 
doing to better conditions. If necessary, 
she will train her own speakers with the 
use of literature obtainable at headquar- 
ters. 
Second, she will get a business women’s 
club, or other organization in each city 
of her county, to vote $2 for a year’s sub- 
scription for Rieuts, the magazine 
to be sent to the public library of that 
city. Where this has been done the maga- 
zine is found to be in almost constant use. 
In large cities she will also see about 
placing the magazine on newsstands. 

Third, she will get the co-operation of 
all subscribing members of the Party in 
her county in the placement of all read 
copies of Equat Rieuts, not wanted for 
filing, in free literature boxes at stations, 
hotels, beauty parlors and such public 


places. 
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This program for the education of all 
women throughout the country is essen- 
tial for the building of an enlightened 
public opinion that will back the work 


done in Washington by leaders of the 
Party. It is a necessary thing to have 
letters from within the election district 


of a Congressman sponsoring the amend- 
ment and giving intelligent reasons why 
the women voters back home expect him 


‘to stand for equality of men and women | 


before the law: 


It is an appalling truth that many 


women of this country do not know to 
what extent discriminations affect their 


legal status, and many of those who do 


understand this “all too well, still are un- 


aware of how they may aid the National 


Woman’s Party in its fight to release 
women from bondage. © 

The educational] campaign now in prog- 
ress throughout the States will go a long 
way toward hastening the death- knell of 
sex discrimination. 

The essay contest is now in full swing, 
with only three more months before the 
closing date of February 1, 1933. A first 
prize of $500 and a second prize of $200 
is being offered through the generosity of 
the President of the National Woman’s 


Party, Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont. Expenses 


of prize winners will be paid to Washing- 
ton for the presentation of awards next 


June at Alva Belmont House. The con- 
test is open to all undergraduate women 


students of any college. The essay may 
be on any phase of the Lucretia Mott 
Amendment, and a uniform set of selec- 
tions from research material of the Party 


will be mailed to applicants upon request. 


All requests should be sent to National 
Woman’s Party, 144 B Street N. E., Wash- 
ington, D. C. Deans of women in all 
State universities have been asked to an- 
nounce the contest. 
Mrs. Lloyd Relates Experiences 
EMBERS of the Executive Board of 
the New York City Committee and 
friends of Lola Maverick Lloyd of Chi- 
cago were guests of Mrs. Joseph Dixon of 
New York City at tea, Thursday, October 
13. Mrs. Lloyd, who is a member of the 
International Relations Committee of the 
National Woman’s Party, has spent many 
months in Geneva assisting Miss Paul in 
the campaign for the reconsideration of 
The Hague Nationality Convention by the 
League of Nations. 

Mrs. Lloyd in telling of her experience 
in Geneva traced the history of this cam- 
paign from The Hague Conference on the 
Codification of International Law in 1930 
to the time of her departure from Europe 
this month. It was at The Hague Confer- 
ence that the unequal code of law relating 


_ to the nationality rights of women was 


written and ratified by three countries— 
Norway, Monaco and Brazil. She also 
told of the creation of the Woman’s Con- 


sultative Committee on Nationality and 
of their persistent work with the League 


of Nations to have the whole te or” 


nationality reconsidered. 


Among Mrs. Dixon’s guests were Eliza- 
beth S. Rogers, Marion May, Ellen Ab- . | 
- bott, Betty Shannon, Anita Pollitzer, Mil- 
dred Palmer, Mrs. Davis of New York 
_ City and Mary Lloyd of Chicago. — 


Feminist and Philanthropist 
RS. HARVEY W. WILEY, chair- 
man of the National Council of the 
National Woman’s Party, has recently 
been appointed clothes conservation chair- 


man for the City of Washington, D. C. _ 


It is a city-wide affair, sponsored by the 
District of Columbia Federation of Wom- 
en’s Clubs, of which Mrs. Wiley is presi- 
dent. There are thirty affiliated clubs in 
the District of Columbia, and Mrs. Wiley 
is very busy this autumn, as she has been 
requested to say a few words at the open- 
ing session of each one of the thirty clubs. 
--On October 5 Mrs. Wiley spoke at a 
church meeting before the Women’s. As- 
sociation of Cleveland Park Congrega- 


tional Church on Industrial Equality. 
Her speech was very well received. She 


is to speak again before the Chevy Chase 
Junior College on December 1 on Equal 
Rights. 

Mrs. Wiley has also been invited to ad: 


‘ane the Maryland State Conference of 


the. Woman’s Party on November 15, 


which will be held at the Woman, s City 


Club in Baltimore, Md. 


Maryland State Holds Meeting 
MEETING of the Council of Presi- 


dents of the Maryland State Branch 


of the National Woman’s Party was held 


~ on October 26 at the Woman’s City Club, 


Baltimore, Maryland. Plans for the State 
Conference to be held at the Woman’s 


City Club on November 15 were passed | 


upon and programs ordered printed. Re- 
ports were received with regard to the 
qualifications of Presidential and Con- 
gressional aspirants, and plans for the 
legislative campaign were outlined. The 
members of the Council were the guests 
of the president, of the State Branch at 
dinner preceding the meeting. Among 
those present were: Mrs. J. William 


Funck, Marie Presstman, Ida I. Kloze, 


Emilie A. Doetsch, Evelyn Byrd, Howell, 
Elizabeth C. Forbes, Dora G. Ogle, Louise 
N. Graham, Florence Elizabeth Kennard, 
Helen Sherry, Mrs. Reuben Finnell, and 
Edith Houghton Hooker. 


Nicaraguan Minster Honor Guest 
R. DON LUIS MANUEL DEBAYLE, 
Charge d’Affaires of Nicaragua, and 
Senora de Debayle, will be guests of honor 
at a tea to be given at Alva Belmont 
House on Sunday afternoon, October 30, 
from 4 to 6 o’clock. 3 
Dr. Debayle will speak on the status 

of women in his country. 


receipts, May 11 to 24, 1932: 


Harvey W. Wiley, D. C 


International Fund Reimbursement. 


Mrs. Nell W. Smallwood, D. 
Mrs. Derma M. Williams, D. C. 
. Mrs. Bessie N. Nyman, D. C 


Mrs. Alice P. Offat, D. 


Miss Elizabeth Dolin, C.. 


- Equal Rights 


Hostesses for the tea are members of 


the District of Columbia Branch of the 


National Woman’s Party. 


TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 
Treasurer’s Report 
‘Lavra Burien, Treasurer 
ECEIPTS collected by National Head. 
quarters, December 7, 1912, M. 
10, 1932, $1,893,766.12. 
Contributions, membership and other 


Mrs. Idabe] R. 
Mrs. Nona L. Kain, Va. 
Mrs. Anna M. Klund, D. C........... 
Mrs. Aime L. Lansford, Md... 
Mrs. Clara S. Litterri, ye: 
Mrs. Thelma Lash Stokes, Va 
Mrg. Edwina Avery, D. ae 
Mrs. Lewlyn P. Austin, D. G. 
Miss Ida Hodnett, D. C............. a 

Mrs. Sophronia J. Va. 
Mrs. Theodore W. Riene, D. C............... 
Mrs. L. R. Sanford, D. ee & 
Mrs. Ila Sobolemski, 
Miss Aline Solomon, D. C. 


Mrs. Frieda H. Bradley, D. C. 
Mrs. Nellie K. Furlow, D. C. 
Mrs. Lillian M. Fowler, D. C.. 
Mrs. Ethel S. Greeson, D. C... 
Mrs. Bonnie C. Jacobs, D. C..... 
Mrs. Bertha D. Malicoat, D. C, 
Mrs. Geneva K. Perry, N. M. 
Mrs. Eula R. Thomas, D. C......... 
Mrs. Talmadge M. Thorne, D. as 
Mrs. Ada O. Townsend, c. 
Mrs. Mary I. Woods, D. 
Mrs. Grace M. Wiseman, 
Mrs. May Gross, D. C........... 
Mrs. Evelyn W. D. 
Mrs. Alice C. Neal, D. 
Mrs. Hazel A. Chadsey 
Mrs. J. Maud Landis, Va........ : 
Mrs. Hazel Mitchell- ¢ 
Mrs. Pearl C. Johnson, D. a” 
Mrs. Leone P. Kleinberg, Md... 


Dr. Ella R. Fales, Md........... ; 
Mrs. William F. Frye, Be 
Mes. Jacobs, D. C.......... 
Mrs. Annie M. Chapman, D. C 
Mrs. Louise M. EHett, D. C 
Mrs. Ethel L. Johnson, Va...: 
Mrs. Claire S. Reeves, Va. 
Mrs. Marie C. Rollins, Va.. 
Mrs. Marie L. Chanon, D. C..... 
Mrs. Meta H. Clark, Md....... 
Mrs. Aurel D. Eaton, D. C.......... 
Mrs. Elizabeth Emnen, Va.. 

Mrs. Katherine Federline, D. C.... ‘: 

Mrs. Caroline M. Henderson, D. C...... | 
Frances B. Henry, D. Cc. 
Mrs. J. Atwood Maulding, 

Mise A: Phaien; 
Mrs. Rea O. Schuyler D, C. 
Mrs. Virginia Sharkey, D. reic 
Mrs. Lillian Simpson, i 
Mrs, Evangeline B. Sunday, D. C. 
Mrs. Estelle L. Drunon, D. C..... 
Mrs. Lillian B. Holmes, D. C...... 
Mrs. Blanche H. Porter, DB: 
Mrs. J. Erskine Murray, N. Y........... 
Mrs. Grace L. Neuman, D. 
Mrs. Grace C. Blaisdell, D. ; 
Mrs. Hvelyn Wainwright, D. x 
Mrs. Bvelyn Warming, D. C. 
Mrs. Lela Burgham, D. C. 
Mrs. Elizabeth E. Jeffrey, 


o 


Mrs. Mary A. Walter, D. C. 
Mrs. Elsie J. Welts, D. C... 


Mrs. Maw C. Verguson, D 
Mrs. Gertrude Russell, D. 
Mrs. M, A. Bradburn, 


Mrs. Fred S. Smith, D. C.. 
Mrs. B. O. Dixon, 
Mrs. Duvall, Ma@....... 


oo 
SSSSSssse 


Miss Gertrude BH. Bvans, D. C.............. 1.00 
Mrs. Gertrude M. Evans, a0 C. 1.00 
Mrs. Helen Evans, D. C......, 1.00 
Mrs. Flossie M. Jenkins...... 1.00 
Mrs. Margaret Klotz, D. C.. 1.00 
Mrs. Hattie WB. Peed. Md. 1.00 
Mrs. M. M. Katers, D. C... 1.00 
Mrs. Weinert, D. C.. Ane 1.00 
Mrs. Stephen H. Pell,. N. 10.00. 
Miscellaneous 143.31 
| $327. 
Total to May 24, 1932. $1,893,993.43 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY > 


PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS 


600 East Lombard Street 
Baltimore. Md. 
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